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Introduction
Since 1991, the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department (CVE) has conducted
research for the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RI DEM) by
establishing a Baseline Monitoring Program for the rivers of Rhode Island. The purpose
of the program was to establish a long term, water quality database, under dry weather,
or steady state conditions.
This study was the first wet weather study attempted on any Baseline Monitoring
Station. The station selected for the study was the Beaver River site, BL06. This site was
chosen because it had a U.S.G.S. gauging station, was near the University of Rhode
Island where the water quality analysis was conducted, and was an average
representation of the watersheds of the baseline stations.
Principle Findings and Significance
The weather during spring through fall of 2002 was very dry, and the majority of the
storm events during that period failed to meet the wet weather criteria set for the study.
On September 26-27, 2002 a storm event was captured for this study. Although the
duration and rainfall intensity of the event was not optimal, the unpredictability of the
weather patterns over the previous several months was a major factor in the decision to
sample this storm.
The sampling runs started at 1600 on September 26 and the last sample was taken at
1600 on September 27. Sample intervals were 4-6 hours depending on the rainfall
intensity, with a total of six sampling runs completed. Twenty-one water quality
constituents were evaluated for the study resulting in 126 analyses run for the wet
weather event.
A significant difference between this wet weather event and the dry weather
monitoring that occurred previously was the increased fecal coliform counts. The rest of
the data is consistent with the average dry weather between 1996 and 2002. The small
differences between dry and wet weather can also be explained by the low intensity and
amount of rainfall. The intensity was very light (0.05 inches/ hr or less) and the total was
0.65 inches over a 24 hour sampling interval.
The results do indicate that there may be some FC contamination associated with wet
weather events, as indicated by the large increase in FC concentration. The low
ammonia numbers indicate that the source of the FC is not close to the baseline station.
All other parameters didn't show an appreciable change during the storm.

A representative sample of the data is shown in Table 1 Conventional Pollutant
Concentrations and in Table 2 Biological and Other Dissolved Contaminants.

